
on dealings with '■^hociss ^oung 



They date to some time prior to 6 /IO/ 68 , when his statement on the 
cost of a Val-A-Pak is dated. I had to go back for it several times and i believe 
I saw him prior to the ruin of this bag by an airline after being referred by the 
Leather Shop on H. Market, to which I’d taken an expensive brief case for repair. 
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I also wanted to buy a pair of mocassins from Young. When he apolo- 
gized for not having them in stock he also said he was expanding. It is in this 
connection I told him about the showcases -i- have in Hyattstown. We then made a 
deal that he'd get what cabinets he wanted from them, I'd get mocassins, sandals, 
the American Tonrister F^^ightbag he recommended as less likely to be damaged by 
rough handling (about f.60.00) and possibly a poeketbook for my wife, the balance 
to be in cash. 1 believe it was the first ti ie i saw him that he ordered my books, 
and 1 told him that since I wanted this or these repairs made and other things, 
we could include thgtti ih the exchange. delivered the books, One other thing that 
was part of this exchange is a strap for a camera he made (|1.25, never paid, never 
asked for ray because of this arrangement). 



Each time i went to his store to take him to the esses either he was 
not there or could not leave, i^is explanations were plausible: a very sick boy 
or help that dmdn't show up requiring him to be in the store. After some time 
passed and these situations persisted, ^ asked him if he’d like to have the key, 
so he could go when it was possible and he desired that. |;8ve him the key. As 
I*el stop back for the bag, mocassins and sandals I’d ask him if he’d been there 
and he hadn't, with a new reason: he also had a friend in btjiSiaess in Leesburg 
and between them they’d probably want all the showcases. The ^^^eeieney of getting 
them with one trip was obvious to me. 

Then a friedd told me of an artist in West Yriginia who was opening a 
store and wanted some. Because Young had said they’d probably want either all or 
most of them, J- phoned ^oung, gave him this man’s phone number, and asked that 
he let the man have the key so he could see them and tell him whichrfones he was 
certain he. Young, wanted. I now believe he never did this, llien I had another 
possible sale I went to see -^oung and asked for the key so I could show them. He 
then told me he didn't have it, that this friend in Virginia did. He promised to get 
it promptly but he didn’t. Mesnwhile, he also told me that because it had been 
impossible for him to get away, he had sent a son (I don't even know if he has 
a son old enough) with a ftlaroid camera to take pictures, and these showed two 
were ideal and at the very least he'd want them, but he'd prefer to get them soon, 
when he had to have them and could place them immediately where he'd want them 
(I believe these were for the Hagerstown store). Meanwhile, although insisting 
he wanted others for toe Frederick expansion, he said until he completed the 
negotiations for thelarger space, hs could not specify, kept telling me this 
would be promptly done. Even after telling me the Shopping Center wanted too 
much for the larger space, he insisted he still^anted and needed the cabinets. 

E-e pT±aaajH 3 ix gave the impression of being hectic about his inability to get them 
in time for last year’s Christmas business. 

’Then 1 kept pressing him for the key and had t^^ leave on a trip, he 
promised to get the key on a weekend and deliver it to my wife so she could 
make it available to the interested party. On my return, when my wife had heard 
nothing and we had lost that possible sale, I went to feee £d^. He was full of 
apologies, but his Virginia friend had had a neart attack. Aiter^a re^onable 
time, when the friend apparently survived, a kept after him for t&fe .key, the 
only one had, and he finally said the friend had lost it. ^11 of the^’ things 
seemed reasonable, if embarrassing to me, and consuming an enormous amount of 
time. Einslly, I went to riyattstown myself, was able to enter that building 
through a door that had been left open, and discovered extensive vadflalMm. This 
was relatively recently. ifi®xxx®xi®»gxSxtSisS 1 reported this to him, he seemed 
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genuinely sorry, and I asked him to check with his insurance company to see if 
he was covered. From shout this time he seemed to disappear from the Frederick 
store. But, from time to time, I’d stop in to see if he had the mereahcdise I 
was supposed to get. He did have the sandals after a while, but the wrong kind. 
He promised the get the right ones hut never did. And he did get the special 
Canadian mocassins he handles, which run different in size, hut once he sent 
a pair too small and once too large. He kept telling me the bag had been 
ordered hut just hadn’t arrived, i needed that for my travelling. I finally 
made a temporary and unsightly repair on the damaged one to hold until the 
ordered one arrived. 



un the brief case, he said they could do it at little cost if I would 
not press them, if their workmen could work on it in free moments, and I agreed 
to that. After about a year, he ^nt me word that the repair would cost about 
#10.00 more than he had estimated. I took the bag back until I could speak to 
him about it. %en I finally did, he assured me they could end would fix it. 

1 knew I’d need it in about a month and he assured me he’d have it by then. I 
carefully explained to him I wanted it for its great capacity, to carry onto the 
plane files I did not want to go into the baggage compartment. At the time it 
was supposed to have been returned, repaired, it wasn’t, and in an emergency I 
had to improvise other (and costly) ways of carrying those files, which were 
precious to me. 






TTXWg From time to time I’d stop in to see if he had the merehhndize 
and to leave word I’d like him to pay me at least for the hooks. Each time I’d 
stop back I’d ask if he’d left any money or any message and there was never 
either. About two months ago his wife was there. had met her once earlier and 
told her I'd been expecting word from him, but that also didn’t get results. On 
this occasion I told her he had been a walking disaster and I wanted him to 
strieghten things out, and she insisted they had never wanted or needed any 
showcases (they could have used them in the Frederick store without expe-nsion) 
and she wanted to return the books. After this long a lapse in± time obviously 
I could not take them back and so told her. I also told her I expected him to 
straighten out what he still could of this mess, and soon. Several times I stopped 
back after that, asking -the girl to get him on the phone, but either she had 
escuses, like he wasn’t at the hggerstown store, or she phoned and he wasn’t. 

Once I believe she did get him and I spoke to him as ^ had to his wife. The last 
time before I took the bag I told the girl I’d wait a e^while but when I came back 

I wanted some kind of check or would take some kind of 'security. When I learned that 
he was about to leave the Shopping Center, closing his Frederick operation, I went 
hack. First the girl said she had neither cheek nor message. When I asked her to 
get him on the phone, she said the phone wasn't working. I then told her I’d take 

a hag as security and asked her to write out whatever kind of receipt she wanted. 

She refused. When I told her I was serious she went next door to the Sherwin 
Williams store and returned with Mr. Crabbe. He asked tbe girl about the phone and 
she told him it was disconnected, he went back to his store and phoned ^oung. 

When some time elapsed and he did not return, I went into his store he was talking 
to Young and asked me to. ^oung started making speeches. I told him if there was any 
man in the worl^whose word was proven worthless it was him, that I wanted either a 
payment or I’d take the bag I had as partial security. When he persisted in making 
speeches I told him the time was past for that. He said if I took the bag he’d 
have me arrested, I told him I didn’t want that partieuiir bag but that, with him, 
in effect, sneaking away while stalling me, I wanted some at least token security. 

II also told him I’d leave any kind of receipt he wanted, as Crabbe also knows, 
Waving heard it when I told the girl and him and when I spoke to Young. Young 

hung up when 1 insisted I wanted performance, not more meaningless words, 

I left Mr. Crabbe ’s store almost immediately to pick ur my wife and surprise I the 
Crider phone that was "out of order" and "dusconeeted" was, magically, working. 



^oung lisd niy wife on tiie piione* He now wanted to speak to Hie again* I told tlie 
girl all that interested me was s payment, that stilt more promises to be brokfen 
I would not again accept, nor would 1 continue returning on his promises because 



Alley were of esteblistied wortblessness. But I again offered her a receipt. I 
' must have made this offer to her more than a half-dozen times, including right 
before I left the store, I told her 1 wasn’t wasting any more time there and 
asiced her to write it out, bhe said she’d resort to violence and 1 encouraged 
her not to consider it. 

^oung always represented the business to me as a family business of 
which he was either all or part owner. have no doubt he didn't want showcases 
for his living room. While I regarded the sale of my books as to him, personally, 
there was never any doubt that the showcases would be for the business as would 
the merchandise to me and the payment. He regarded both as him, not distinguish- 
ing between the payment in goody for the books and for the showcases. 

I am bringing the camera for which he made the strap and to vdiich he 
attached it so you can show he never billed me for it. This is proof of the 
existence of the deal. ^ was also to have made me another strap he never did 
so I could carry my portable typewriter to and from my ear at airports by means 
of it, thus saving time and poBters. It would free a hand. 

Before the briefcase was returned for thelast time. Itos. Young gave 
me an entirely different story about it. She said they never had workmen who 
could have repaired it. ¥/hen I told her this was the opposite of what her hu.sband 
said on accepting it for repair, she changed the story and said that man had 
left their employ. However, she said that she had inquired of the Atlas salesman, 
that he had identified it as a briefcase of their manufacture and costing about 
tlOG.OO, that they could supply the replacement for the torn leather, and she 
said she’d send the briefcase and the Atlas address to Frederick for me. She 
did. It took wxHXHukaE an exchange of four letters with Atlas to determine this 
was not their briefeasel I presume the Atlas salesman knows his own linel 

The bag I took is neither a briffcase nor is it price^ at |“5O.0O, so 
I fail to see how either ^oung can be a "wittess", since nedlther was there. As 
I told everyone, it is not sons thing I want, but it is luggage, latest to 

me (and I didn t see anything like what I was to have gotteh). It is a satchel, 
and I have two of them, one the size of tthis and a larger one. I took it, as I 
specified, only as a kind of security, in the hope that it would persuade Young 
to pay me . 



The key he lost fits six locks. If I can replace the tumbleds, the 
cost will be not less than #48.00. If I cannot, the cast will be considerable 

greater, for all six locks will have to be replaced in their entirety. Had it 

not been for his stalling me, I’d have sold at least many of the eases and the 
vandalism would have been eliminated in those eases, if not all. I do not know 
that whoever did this got in by means of the key he had, but when I got there, 

the door was open and the lock unlocked. It was not that way when last I'd been 

there. I’d locked the doors. It is also possible that whoever be sent left the 
door unlocked. However, this was my only key and gave it to no one else. I 
had thought my mother-in-law had a key, but that was to the back door of our home, 

8 different lock. If the locksmith has to make more than one trip, it will be 
|30 for £sch trip alone, not counting the locksmi thing. #48.00 is if he has to make 
but 8 single trip, or the minimum. 



You were sick wnen I phoned after speaking to Bosenfeld. ne says be is 
also putting the ^oungs out of his nagerstown property in February, that they 
have avoided being sued only by extending certain guarantees, including being out 
of the Shopping Center by either the 27th or E9th of this month, that in his 50 
years of doing business, he has considered resorting to the courts but a couple 
of times, one being Young, ana that he does not think he has ever met as big a 
liar as foung, wiao was always making promises he never kept and apparently didn’t 
intend to. He offered to help. I thin^ll^seid Seymour Stern is his lawyer. 




